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sttan era this 

Cunram. Irun-Kunram and by 'v»rio~ 


m 


as has been the glory, sanctity and popt 
lied place of worship and pilgrimage, unlike 4 

> single and distinct Stala Purana of its own 1 

* * M ; * . ^ ^ - ---- 

>of the ‘‘Thirumalirun jolai Stala Purana" was but a c 
references to this Stala in the Varaha, Brat 
Vamana Puranas and which is stated to have been 
Great Sage Sutha. Puranika and expounded to th 

_. ^, 

the Naimisharanya as * \‘rishabadhri Mahatrnya 

■flew**--.' 

It is indeed a fortunate feature that 
ity of the Stalas, this Kshctra possesses 
the mystic Pnuranic past down to the 
t Sangatn works like the Paripadal, 
ligararn etc. have very many absorbing 
to this Stala. All the Alwars of 
tve visited the Stala and done N 
hem have contributed 123 






nfei 
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>n tne greatness of this place, as far 
have been noticed in their appropriate 

Introductory Part. 

And above all, the wealth of inscriptional 
of this place noticed in the Annual Report of South Indian 
graphy has furnished a great amount of invaluable informa 
which has thrown a flood of light upon the varying fortunes 
this Fort and Temple City that have been closely linked with 
fortunes of the Royal Houses of the Pandyas, Vijayana, 
the Banas etc. My thanks are due to Rao Bahadur Sri C. 
Krishnama Charlu u. a., Superintendent for Epigraphy for 
facilities he has afforded this Devastanam for taking notes of 
some of the inscriptions copied by the Epigraphical Department 
I am also grateful to Sri V. Venkatasubba Aiyer of the Epigraph 
^cal Department for readily complying with my request to taki 
copies of all the inscriptions in the Temple that were sti 
left undeciphered by the Department. 

Yet by far the most valuable and of immedia 
practical value to the Devastanam would have been the Koil OluB 
and the various other Devastanam records which went into I 
custody o the East India Company when the Government . 
of this part of the country and the administration of this Deval 
.anam was assumed by the Government in 1799. When ^ 
Government d,vested themselves of the administration of 
Devastanam, these Records were not restored back to 
Devastanam. While the. restoration of the records would 
been of incalculable value and benefit to this Devas 

of no re p e "-"-. by - ‘ hC ,hCn G ° Ve —' could 

is the 
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In 


of the 


of this Instit_ 

iblic and worshippers etc, it 


imam 


mi 


and desirable to have this rare Stalapurar_ 

badhri Mahatmya” published in Sanskrit with a translation 
the same also therefor, and consequently I applied for the 
sary sanction for their publication to the Hindu Rcli 
Endowments Board of Madras. The H. R. E. Board were also 
pleased in their L. No. 35554/37/1C. dated 22—6—37 to accord 
me the necessary sanction for the printing of the Stalapuraoa 
and make it available for sale to the pilgrims, worshippers 
and others. 






In the Board’s Order No. 5083 dated 5—12—41 also, 
the Hindu Religious Endowments Board advised the publication 
of the History of this Stala embodying therein the important 
and special features of this temple. I am deeply thankful and 
grateful to the Board of Commissioners of the Hindu Religious 
Endowments, boili past and present, for their enabling me to 
discharge this pious and sacred duty.^ 

The publication has been unavoidably delayed wMg 
to various administrative preoccupations and difficulties, and .t 
has been the will of Providence to enable the cbmp etion ^ 
work though somewhat late. • 

My enquiries into the existence and^procu^^ V ^ ^ 
•talapurana proper for a longtime did not bear ru ^ ^ 

almost at the point of giving 

manuscript of this Stalapurana 
h;. . . *- out i 




0 


not ncm ..- 

attempt an old and 


^hat damaged 


and worn 


Sri 
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F Madura 
1 to 6 only and wl 


late Sri Vijayendraebs 

copy which consisted of chapters ^ also 

the correct renderir 


available to me. Though fragmentary 


useful so far as it went for finding out 
of those portions of this Stalapurana. 

There was another manuscript copy which c ^ a pt ci 
unfortunately an incomplete one consisting onl> o 
of this Mahatmya and belonging to Sri Parthasarathy I> e S 
Akula Mannadu. Andhra Desa. He was kind enough to p ace 
this manuscript copy also at my disposal. 

Very many of the great Eighteen Puranas now ailaUH 
in Bombay orriy represent yvhat alone was made available to the! 
Printers and Publishers there and they were in consequence c 
not complete and exhaustive. Hence my attempt to verify thesdl 
chapters of the Vrishabadri Mahatmya in the Bombay editions* 
of the Vamana, Varaha, and Brahmanda Puranas did not 
out any fruit. Hence I bad to depend for the publication off 
this Stalapurana mainly upon the three manuscripts mentioned 
above, which though coming from distinct persons and distant!* 
districts happily coincided to a substantial extent so far as tb9 
went. There were differehccs in readings in certain passages no 1 
doubt even amongst these three manuscripts which whenjfl 
I found them to he noteworthy, I have indicated in the f oot not J 

Since the manuscripts of the Stala Purana 
able to procure were in the Grantha character* 
rendered into the Devanagari script so that'* ^ 


1 was. 
the sanw 


universal use. 


might 



r\nd for the benefit of the Tamil 


ranslation in Tamil has been 


Prepared f Qr 


kno 


wing public, 


hich is printed as Part II Of this ^7”"" lor l he Stalapura 
of the Mahatmya was entrusted to Sahit^™' 1 Trans,ati 







Siromani 
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■pphti 


Igcof 


the translation more rcac 
case the spirit of the original might have 
change that might not have been justified. I am tha ' 
these gentlemen for their kind and valuable help ren< " 
Translation of the Mahatmya. 

lam much Indebted to Sri Paramaswamy Battar. the 
Srtrangaraja Battar of this Temple, for his having placed 
at my disposal the rare cadjan leaf Grantha manusc.ipt 
copy of the Sri Sundararaja Kavacham and the unique Ashtoth- 
aram of Sri Sundararaja for publication along with the Mahatmya 
thereby placing the devout public under a deep debt of gratitude 
to him for bringing within their easy reach these rare gems 
of devotional literature. “Sundara Bahustavam" on Sri 
Sundararaja, a daily Paravana work for ardent and devout 
Sri Vaishnavas, the relevent Pasurams on Sri Sundararaja 
and this Stala by the ancient A1 wars from the “Nalayira 
Divya Prabandam” and a few of the most important and ancient 
works on Lord Alagar and this sacred place, have also been 
added for the benefit of the devout readers. 

The many and varied items of importance noticeable 
in this Stala, Historical, Religious, Cultural, Epigraphical anc 
Archaeological have all been succinctly noticed in an Introductory 
^ which may interest the general scholar or student it 
»n research work. In the compilation of this Part 
. WOrk I am much indebted to the many valuable works 
th© Bibliography annexed to this work* 
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rtion 01 me h-—- r- 

b.« been taken by Sri Muthayya Pillai. a pop 

has been ta«e j . v : n t heir neat and 

idura who has taken much intereit .0 ^ ^ Va( , uvu , 

ful execution. For repr uction Novelist and Rescarc 

K- Duraiswamy Ayyangar. our P°P certai 

Scholar ha, been kind enough to place wearin 

valuable sketches of the ancient g>P > „ Long Missir 

the Vaishnavite caste marks and publ. hed » J- « ^ 

Links’*. I am much indebted to him for ‘ jm. 

Links . I am •• g r i Vivekananda 

blocks have almost all been prepare for their neat 

Press of Madura to whom also arc m> t an - | 

prompt and attractive execution. 

My thanks are also due in an abundant measure to 9 
Harisamava Divakaram Press of Madura and its pious propncU 
Sri R. Ramanuja Alwar for their characteristic and unstinU 
zeal and earnestness with which they have earned out t! 
whole printing of the work entrusted to them and in the S&f 
factory execution of which they have spared no pains. 9 

I am profoundly grateful to Sri. C. Rajagopaiachaffl 
(Ex-Premier to the Government of Madras) for his generot 
kindness in contributing a valuable Foreword to this Stalapuran 
even in the midst of his very many great preoccupations tl 
weigh heavily upon his hands at this critical period of 
history of our Motherland. 


Sri Kallalagar Devasthanam, } 


MADURA, 

2—2—42. 



K. N. RADHA KRISHNA, 

Executive Offiteein 
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SIS 


BSW 




* 

even to the authors of these local exagqer< 
some glimpses into the past which it is the His 
unravel. The public, especially, the devout and 
owe a deep debt of gratitude to Sri K. N. Radhe Krishna 
has spared no pains to bring out this valuable book on 
famous Alagar temple near Madura. It is a matter for congratu 
lation that in spite of difficulties the compiler has gathered a 
great deal of information which may help those who apply 
advanced methods of research in the work of diving into the 
past of a country wherein the muse of history has been sadly 
neglected in the past. Sri Radha Krishna has increased the 
usefulness of his publication by the inclusion of many very 
interesting plates and a plan of the temple topography. Alagar 
temple and the temple at Srirangam are two ancient pagodas of 
the South which served as forts as well as places of worship. 
The tradition of "Padinettampadi Karuppan" in the Alagar 
temple unfolds to us a grand achievement of compromise. Our 
forefathers knew how to gather people to their standard. The 
Kallars were made the guardians of the fort of Alagar temple. 
The sacred ash distributed in this Vaishnava temple shows 
possibility of catholicity that were foreseen long ago in spite o 




sectarian divisions. 


Sri Radha Krishna has asked me to write a forewi 
>r merit in me for this reguest 
was opened to the Harijans 
Madura dedicated to Sri M« 
with this movement of r« 





ShriBalaSubiksham Ramasubramanian 


Page 8 








Sri Alagar kovil Stala purana: year 1942 



3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

8 . 
9 . 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13 . 

14 

15 . 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 



Sri Sundsrs Ivaja Swami Ekantiscva 
Plan—Forts of Alagapuri and Hiranyan and t erap | e 0 | 
Thirumalirun jola imaiai 
Pandyan Royal Insignia 
Vijayanagar Royal Insignia 

King Thirumalai Nayak and his consort his brother Muthalu 
Kayak etc. 

Mayya Veeedhi (Central Main Road) 

Sri Padinettambadi Shrine with Pushkarani in front 
A Bird’s Eye View of Alagar Temple 
Statue of a Lingayat and other Personages 
The Kalyana Mantapam 
Sculptural work in the Kalyana Mantapam 
Do Do 

The “ Arama ” and the “ Arama Vapi ” 

The Vellimalai Peak 

Aryan Mantapam (Sundara Pandyan Koradu) 

A Frontal view of Sri Padinettambadi Gopuram 
A Back view of Sri Padinettambadi Gopuram with “Swas¬ 
tika” engraved on the top 

An Emperor of Northern Egypt (Memphis) with “ Na* 
mam ” on Forehead and all over the body and with ‘‘Sri 

Sadari ” (XIX Dynasty) 

An Egyptian Monarch - with “ Natnams 
all over the body III Dynasty. 

Khufu, the Great, Egyptian Emperor with 
Porehead and body IV Dynasty. 

Australian Bushman - with Narnain, on 1 orehead 


on Forehead and 
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25 . 

26 . 


33 . 

34 . 

35 . 

36 . 

37 . 

38 . 

39 . 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43 . 

44 . 


(Iravan) 

Some of the Famous Jewels of tl 
Some of the figures of the Ivory Vimanam 
Do £>0 

The Mediterranean Priestess and some notable Ii 
of Art in the—Sri Sundararaja Museum ’* 
Some of the Ancient coins in the Numismatic 
the Sri Sundararaja Museum ” and a sample 
Ex Voto offerings to the Temple 
*' Sri Sundararaja Gurukula ** 

“ Sri Kallalagar Devastanam Library ” 

Ruins of Thirumal Nayak's Pala< 

A Festival Scene 


ice 


Part II. 

Lord Sundararaja in the Horse Vahanam 
Sri Godha’s Wedding 
Sri Dharma Raja in Penance 
Sri Sutapas (Mandooka Muni) in Penance 
Sri Malayadhwaja Pandya in Penance 
Sri Periyalwar Gardens 
Sri Somachchanda Vimanam 

Part III. * 

Thirumalirunjolai malai 
Sri Solaimalaikkarasar with some of the famous jei 
the Temple 

Sri Thrivikrama Avatara 
The South Fort Gate 

Sri Sundara Raja in the Kallar Thirukkolam 
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BPUNAT.ON OF THE PLAN. 


?Within Nan** 1 Kunr»«*| 

Sanoidhi- VNlunaya- 


mam «rd SOUashcban ^ ^ 

‘Srsss^s- k— 

r*n>- _ , , 

c r i Kshetr* Pala s 

Aryan Ya«U. p ft k«hlra)a's 

Arvan Mantapam with Sri ram 

Sannldhl - Once Gold Plated. 

KA K hava Raja'* Padiyetha Mantapam. 
Golden Dwajaatbambam. 

Sri Alwar’s Sannldhl. t 

Sr: Kalyann Sundaravalll Thayar s Sa 
.nidhf* 

Sri Sud*r*ana's Sannldhl. 

Savyadefa ** Paliiyarn * with Ivory 
VlntaMti and the Golden '*5lala Gopa- 
lac Thituppalli KattilJ." 

Sri yogannrasimha. 

Sri Goihi'* Sanoidhi. 

Thiru Mtiaikkinar. 

Sri Sara*.’-’ati's Sannldhl. 

Va^’Aiala. 

Sr! Dasarathara Sannidhi. 

Kovil Pen Mein la Pernmal Thlrumin- 

tnpam. 

Thondaman Gopuram with the Famous 
Wooden Carved Door* 

Sri Rama** Sannidhi. 

Sri Krishna’* Sannidhi. 

Sri Kalyana Mantapam with it* Rich 
Sculptural Works. 

Sri Govardhana Fountain. 

Kodai Thirunal Mantapam (Choultry.) 
Sri Manat ala Mam uni Sannidhi • Ruins 
*" H Sri Udayavar Sannidhi. 
i7 * Thirunulirunjolai Jeer Mantapa 
• 9. Kudhirai Vahana Mantapam. 

Sri Kama Kalanjlyam with C.aja T 

mi's Shrine. 

Sri Lakshmana Kalaojiyam. 

• athlrajan Thlrutnuttam. 

v . B:-Space prohibits notiein; 


9. 

'). 

10 . 

II. 


13« 

14. 

15. 

r. 

17. 

19. 

10 . 

JO. 

1. 


24 . 

25. 


29 . 

30. 

31. 


im. 


.Gsh- 


92 . 

33 . 

34 . 
iJ. 
36 . 


37 . 

38. 

39 . 

49. 


41 . 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45 . 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 
i 51. 

, 52. 

53. 

54. 

55 » 

56. 

57. 

58. 
, 39. 

60, 

i ol » 
6 > 

63 . 


I 64 


Y apd lv afitl. 

g r i padinettampadi Goporam 
Shrine. 

Yanaivahana Mantapam. 

Pushkarani. 

Mound w here on stand Mudi shed , 
Sacrificial Altars beneath wbl* 
reputed to exist a Siva Temple, 
Hiranvan (Iravan) Fort Gate. 
Tbiruthther Nilayam. 

Tblrumalai Nayak’s Palace. 
Thirumalai Kayak's Mantapam, boii 
the Statue of Thirumalai Nayak « 
Muthalu Nayak with their coasorttj 
Sri Srinivasan’s Sannidhi Ruin*, 
Tbiruthther Veedhi. 

Mayya Veedhi-Central Main Koad, 
Agni Pushkarani, 

Raya Gopuram. 

Vijaya Dasami Mantapam, 

Alangara Vinayagar. 

Sri Narayana Pushkarani "i’ere^ 
Urani” 

Fast Fort Gate. 

South Fort Gate. 

West Fort Gate. 

North Fort Gate, 

Aramaththu Kulara - " Arams Vtp 
Periyalw.ir Naadavaaam. 
Periyalwar's Mantapam. 

Sadirilamvlavar Sannidhi, 
Thiruchilambaru - Sri Nnpura G 
Alagiya Manavalan Kinar. 
Vasantha Mantapam with its 1* 
Mural Paintings. 

Minor Shrines. 

Vasantha Agraharam. _ 

Upper Ghat Road to Nupura Ga| 
Periya Aruvi etc. 

Lower Ghat Road leading to Han 
Thee: ruda Theertb*®# 

puraGanga. ct . 

Lord Alagar*s Hills, 




(bains, Shrin 


"u» minor 


e*. Manup.-un* 
shrines and 


n deuil Alagar* Hilli 


», with their very ma#J ® 
well as the noticing of the many and n3i 
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